
Keep Your Eye on Every Issue of
OutdoorIllinois

DNR’s monthly magazine provides current
news and articles on hunting, fishing and
other outdoor recreational activities, as
well as information on the natural and cul-
tural resources of Illinois.

A one-year subscription is only $15, and
each December you’ll receive a full-color

calendar featuring important outdoor dates and events. To sub-
scribe, contact DNR at (217) 782-7454. The TTY number for the
hearing impaired is (217) 782-9175.
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938 East 3003 Lane

Clayton, IL 62324, (217) 894-6205

Siloan Springs
State Park

� While groups of 25 or more are welcome and encouraged to use the
park’s facilities, they are required to register in advance with the site
office to avoid crowding or scheduling conflicts.

� At least one responsible adult must accompany each group of
15 minors.

� Pets must be kept on leashes at all times.

� Actions by nature can result in closed roads and other facilities. We
hope you enjoy your stay. Remember, take only memories, leave
only footprints.

� For more information on state parks, write to the Department of
Natural Resources, Clearinghouse, One Natural Resources Way,
Springfield, IL 62702-1271 visit our website at www.dnr.state.il.us.

� For more information on tourism in Illinois, call the Illinois Department
of Commerce and Economic Opportunity’s Bureau of Tourism at
1-800-2CONNECT.

� Hearing-impaired individuals may call the Department of Natural
Resources’ TTY number, (217) 782-9175, or use the Ameritech
Relay Number, 1-800-526-0844.

Equal opportunity to participate in programs of the Illinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) and
those funded by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and other agencies is available to all individuals
regardless of race, sex, national origin, disability, age, religion or other nonmerit factors. If you believe
you have been discriminated against, contact the funding source’s civil rights office and/or the Equal
Employment Opportunity Officer, IDNR, One Natural Resources Way, Springfield, IL 62702-1271;
(217) 785-0067; TTY (217) 782-9175.
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SiloamSpringsStatePark����

Nature’sbountyhasconspiredtoproduceanaturalbeautyand

sourceofrecreationgreatlyprizedbygenerationsof

MidwesternersatSiloamSpringsStatePark,justminuteseast

ofQuincy.

Thebeautifullywoodedterrain,sparklinglakeandcarefully

maintainedfacilitiesmakethis5,587-acresiteaperfectplaceto

visitinIllinois.It’sanidealsettingforoutdoorvisits,whetheryour

interestisfishing,camping,boating,hunting,picnicking,hiking

orbirdwatching.Theparkissurroundedbyluxuriantlyforested

gulliesandsceniccrestsalivewithwildroses,black-eyed

Susans,whitefalseindigoandsnapdragons.

History����

Legendhasitthatspringwaterintheareahasamedicinal

effect,thusthenameSiloamSpringsfromaBiblicalreference,

so-calledbytheRev.ReubenK.McCoy,whohaddiscoveredthe
springsfollowingtheCivilWar.Originallypartofthe“military
tract”ofwesternIllinois(landsetasidetobegiventocombat
veterans),theareawasacquiredin1852byGeorgeMeyersfor
hisserviceintheBlackHawkandMexicanwars.Hediedin
1882attheageof102.

AfterMeyers’death,QuincyBurgesser,alocalbusinessman
andstockdealer,becameawareofthespringsandtheir“cura-
tivevalue.”Hehadthewateranalyzedanddiscoveredithad
more“strength”(ahighermineralcontent)thanwaterfromthe
famousEurekaandWaukeshasprings.

Burgessertoutedthewater’sabilitytocurealmostallailments,
evendrunkennessanddrugaddiction.By1884hehaderected
twospringhouses,abathinghouseandtheSiloamForest
HomeHotel,andtheareabecameapopularandfashionable
resort.WaterfromtheNo.2springwasbottledanddistributed

asfarwestasKansasCity,andbottlingbecameaflourishing
businessforseveraldecades.

In1935,theSiloamSpringsRecreationClubpurchasedthesite
inanefforttorestoreitandprovideaplaceofrecreationforthe
localpopulation.CitizensofAdamsandBrowncountiesraised
moneytomatchstatefunds,andby1940anagreementwas
reachedtomakeitastaterecreationarea.Eventually,theold
hotelandbathhousesweretorndown,theswimmingpoolaban-
donedandthespringsnolongerused.

In1954and1955,anearthendamwasconstructedacrossa
deepravineandthe58-acrelakewascreated.In1956Siloam
Springswasdedicatedasastatepark,andeffortsbeganto
developitsrecreationalfacilities.In1995,theNo.2springhouse
wasreconstructedtotheoriginal1884likeness.Theoriginal
springstillflowsthroughit,thoughwithadecreasedvolume.

Horse Trails and Equestrian Camping � � � �

The park contains equestrian trails totalling 23 miles, covering
ridgetops and steep wooded valleys. There is a separate camp-
ing area for riders and their mounts, with water and limited elec-
tricity. Horse rentals are not available. Trails are closed dusring
the wet weather. Contact site to check trail conditions.

Hunting � � � �

When game populations justify, in-season hunting is available.
Please contact the park office for species, shooting times, open-
ing dates and areas opened.

Winter Sports � � � �

Winter activities include ice skating, ice fishing and cross-
country skiing.

For more information contact Siloam Springs State Park, park
office, 938 East 3003 Lane, Clayton, IL 62324, (217) 894-6205.



Picnicking � � � �

The Old Siloam picnic area provides visitors with four shelters,
charcoal grills, drinking fountains, rest rooms, shaded tables and
playground equipment. The main shelter area, which holds more
than 20 tables, also provides flush toilets, hot and cold water,
grills, playground equipment, plenty of parking and a set of horse-
shoe pits. In addition, there are several other smaller areas scat-
tered along the park entrance road providing tables and grills.

Camping � � � �

If you want to spend a night or two under the stars, there are 98
Class A camp sites featuring restrooms, showers and electricity,
80 Class B camp sites featuring showers and restrooms and four
backpack campsites. There also is a special group campground.
There is a centrally located shower facility available to all campers.

Concession � � � �

Boat and canoe rentals, a variety of bait and tackle, snack foods,
soda and sandwiches are available on a seasonal basis from the
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concession stand by the lake. Phone (217) 894-6271 for more

information.

Fishing and Boating � � � �

The lake is stocked with largemouth bass, bluegill, redear and

green sunfish, carp, crappie, channel catfish and rainbow trout. An

Illinois fishing license is required. An inland trout stamp is required

to catch trout. Designated as a fish preserve by the Department of

Natural Resources, only sport fishing tackle is allowed, and

anglers may not use more than two poles and four hooks. There

are six fishing piers around the lake, as well as bank fishing.
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Row boats, canoes and paddleboats may be rented, and there is a
launching ramp for private craft. Only electric motors are allowed.

Hiking �  �  �  �

Hiking the Siloam Springs trails brings you closer to the many
wildflowers found throughout the park, including wild roses,
snapdragons and black-eyed Susans. There are about 12 miles
of scenic hiking trails that go from valleys to ridgetops through-
out the park, including a combination 6-mile hiking and back-
packing trail. Most trails are easy, but Hoot Owl at 1.5 miles and
Red Oak backpack trail at 4 miles are moderate. Four primitive
camp sites are also available for those who wish to hike to them.


